POUL KJÆRHOLM (1929-1980) – A MASTER OF DETAIL
Furniture designer, craftsman and modernist Poul Kjærholm occupies a prominent position in the exclusive company of architects and designers behind the classic and internationally acclaimed furniture from Fritz Hansen. During his 32-year career span, Kjærholm created a string of what have now become classic and exclusive icons in furniture, all born out of a perpetual, ambitious and challenging search for a minimalist ideal.
Danish Poul Kjærholm was born in the small village of Øster Vrå in northern Jutland on January 8, 1929. At only 15 years of age he embarked on the journey that would eventually lead him to international fame when he was apprenticed to local master cabinetmaker Th. Grønbech in the neighbouring town of Hjørring. Having obtained his certificate of completed apprenticeship and a bronze medal for “a finely crafted mahogany-polished secretary”, as stated on the certificate, young Kjærholm decided to leave his childhood region and go to Copenhagen where he was admitted to study at The Danish School of Arts and Crafts in Frederiksberg the following year.
At the school Poul Kjærholm studied under Hans J. Wegner while also following the lectures of Professor Kaare Klint at The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts. For a short period of time he studied under architect Jørn Utzon as well, but beyond that he was heavily influenced by international designers such as Americans Charles and Ray Eames, Bauhaus icon Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and the radical, Dutch minimalist Gerrit Rietveld.
Poul Kjærholm proved his unique talent already in his early years at the Arts and Crafts school, when he engaged in bold and visionary experiments with novel materials and production technologies. Thus, in 1950 Poul Kjærholm developed the basic concept for a radical new series of furniture in compression-moulded plywood, the PK0 chair. This beautiful, sculptural and futuristic piece of furniture challenged all norms in traditional furniture design at the time.
PK 0 AND PK25
Kjærholm’s master project from the spring of 1952, the PK25 chair, consisted of a spring steel frame and a seat composed of flag halyard, and it, drew further attention to the young talent.The chair, which was the result of experiments carried out by Kjærholm in the local forging shop during his summer vacation near Hjørring, showcased Kjærholm’s strong point in the coupling of traditional craftsmanship with industrial production. 
Both the PK0 and PK25 are further developed in prototypes when Poul Kjærholm goes to work for Fritz Hansen for a year following his graduation. This year is also spent developing a series of experimenting furniture based on the radical construction of the PK25.
The PK25 is put into trial production the same year at Fritz Hansen in a very limited stock, whereas the experimenting and technologically demanding PK0 is not introduced into Fritz Hansen’s collection until 45 years later in connection with the company’s 125th anniversary.
Over the following years Kjærholm refines his talent amongst other things by working part-time for his mentor Wegner and architect Jørn Utzon. He is also engaged as a teacher and inspirator at The Danish School of Arts and Crafts and later at the Furniture School under The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts. In 1955 Poul Kjærholm engages in formal co-operation with furniture maker Ejvind Kold Christensen. This spawns the most productive period in Kjærholm’s career, and this is the period that sees the emergence of his most sublime furniture. 
PK22
Thus, 1956 is the year when Kjærholm gets his commercial breakthrough when the elegant PK22 lounge chair is put into production at Kold Christensen’s. The chair, which stands comparison with the world famous Barcelona chair designed by Kjærholm’s beau ideal Mies van der Rohe back in 1929, sets new standards in Scandinavian furniture aesthetics, and Kjærholm makes use of all the experience he has gained from the extensive experiments with the PK25 to optimise both the construction and comfort of the chair to perfection.

Everything in this unique chair has been worked out carefully down to the smallest detail, and Kjærholm made it a point of honour to perfect even hidden joints, something which imposed very high demands on the quality of the craftsmanship during production.
The unique design themes of the PK22 are reiterated by Poul Kjærholm in various later creations, such as the beautiful PK24 chaise longue from 1965 and the Bauhaus inspired PK20 lounge chair from 1967 where the characteristic, elegant lines of the PK22 are found.  

A NEW ERA
In retrospect it is obvious how Kjærholm’s work from this period becomes the exponent of a new era in Danish and Scandinavian furniture making. After half a century dominated by the aesthetics of wooden materials, Kjærholm introduces an industrial dimension into his furniture, one where the qualities of metal prevail. The best example of this paradigm shift is Kjærholm’s homage to the master Kaare Klint, the PK91 folding stool from 1961 which is a stringent industrial interpretation of Klint’s 1930 Propeller stool. 

Kjærholm’s idiom and uncompromising search for a minimalist ideal has resulted in a collection of universal and timeless classics, a fact that is emphasised by the continued popularity of his works to this day.
KJÆRHOLM IN THE MOMA AND AMERICA’S CUP
Thus, for instance, the monumental PK80 daybed adorns many parts of the Museum of Modern Art in New York and the beautiful Giacometti room of the Louisiana museum in Humlebæk north of Copenhagen. And the popular PK22 is an integral part of the famous Bibliothèque Nationale de France in Paris.
As the official supplier to the Italian America’s Cup boat Luna Rossa, Fritz Hansen have worked together with PRADA to furnish the team headquarters in Valencia with, among other items, the classic Poul Kjærholm chair PK24. 
Immediately following the premature death of Poul Kjærholm on April 18, 1980, Fritz Hansen Ltd. takes over the production of a long line of Kjærholm classics which up until then had been manufactured by E. Kold Christensen. Today the production adheres to the same rigorous demands in quality and processing as before, and Fritz Hansen has made it a point of honour to maintain partnership with the many dedicated subcontractors who from the very beginning have had a great influence on the uncompromising production of these design icons. 
The following Poul Kjærholm products are manufactured and sold by Fritz Hansen:

PK9, PK20, PK22, PK24, PK25, PK31, PK33, PK54, PK61, PK71, PK80, and PK91

In 1997 an exclusive, numbered stock of 600 PK0 chairs was produced.

In connection with the major retrospective exhibition POUL KJÆRHOLM – FURNITURE DESIGNER at the Louisiana art museum in Humlebæk north of Copenhagen, Fritz Hansen decided to honour the world famous Danish furniture designer by introducing the Special 2006 Edition of the classic PK25 with the seat and back made in elegant, black flag halyard. 
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How to decipher the PK-code:

Each piece of furniture from Poul Kjærholm was assigned a code that consisted of the designer’s initials plus a number that categorised the items by type:

PK 0 – 9 
Small chairs with no armrests
PK 10 – 19
Small chairs with armrests
PK 20 – 29
Easy chairs with no armrests
PK 30 – 39
Easy chairs and sofas with armrests
PK 40 – 59
High tables 
PK 60 – 79
Low (coffee) tables 
PK 80 – 89
Beds
PK 90 – 99
Folding stools
Only one Fritz Hansen model – the PK33 stool – does not follow this system.
